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  What are the true risks of the genetically engineered maize
SmartStax?  
  
Two recent publications show that risks to health have been underestimated

 

Munich, 13.6.2013 Two publications shedding light on the risk assessment of the genetically
engineered maize SmartStax came out this week. Scientists in Australia fed a mixture of genetically
engineered maize to pigs and found it had significant effects on their health. The feed used in the
Australian trial had a similar mixture of residues from spraying with herbicides and insecticidal toxins
as SmartStax. It is currently not known if SmartStax could have similar effects. There has, in fact,
been no feeding study to investigate effects on health carried out with this maize, which produces a
mixture of six insecticidal toxins and was made resistant against two herbicides.

A print version of a scientific publication was made available reporting on unintended effects on
human cells caused by insecticidal toxins similar to those produced by the genetically engineered
maize SmartStax. The effects were observed at a relatively high concentration. According to data
from industry, the content of the insecticidal toxins produced by SmartStax is highly variable and
can add up to quite high levels. The data presented on SmartStax so far suffer from flawed
methodology, therefore making it impossible to know the true concentration of toxins. The research
showing the impact on human cells was supported by Testbiotech, and was published online for the
first time in 2012. It was not taken into account in the risk assessment of SmartStax.

The EU authorisation of the genetically engineered maize SmartStax for food and feed was discussed
in Brussels on Monday without a conclusive result. Testbiotech is of the opinion that the new
publications make it necessary to stop the process of authorisation.

Currently there are only very few researchers who are prepared to critically investigate the risks of
genetically engineered plants. There is hardly any financial support for their research. Some of them
are under increasing pressure to stop their work altogether. That is why Testbiotech is supporting a
petition forwarded to the German Parliament, to support independent risk research.
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